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Enclosed are copies of photographs of two drive units which were brought to Applicant's 
attention by a third party and/or by BMW. 

Exhibit A relates to a BMW Z3 drive unit which is similar to the drive unit described in U.S. 
Patent No. 5,349,878 (White et al.). The third party has asserted that Rockwell, the assignee of the White 
et al. patent, delivered the drive unit for the BMW Z3. It is believed that the BMW Z3 drive unit was in 
public use in the U.S. prior to 1998. 

The drive unit comprises a rotating spindle driven by a worm gear and a helical gear which are 
located within a gear housing made of two parts. The gear housing is fixed at one end of the upper rail of 
a seat rail assembly consisting of a fixed lower rail and a movable upper rail. The housing is located 
outside the hollow cavity defined by the two rails whereas the threaded spindle and a stationary drive nut 
are located within the hollow cavity. The rotating spindle engages the drive nut which is separate from 
the gear elements (worm gear and helical gear) driving the spindle. The drive nut is located in a separate 
housing from the gear housing. The drive nut is also decoupled from its surrounding housing by an 
uncoupling element covering three faces of the drive nut. The third party asserts that the BMW Z3 
includes radial bearing points for the spindle nut which are integrated in the housing parts of the gear 
housing and that it would be obvious to provide such bearing points for a drive worm. 

As can be seen from the photographs of the drive unit used in the BMW Z3 (but not from U.S. 
Patent No. 5,349,878), the two parts of the gear housing are connected by plug-in connectors consisting of 
four pins at one of the parts in corresponding bores in the other part. After the pins have been inserted 
into the corresponding bores the two plates are finally secured and fixed to each other by plastically 
deforming the material in the area of the plug-in connections, namely by deforming the material of the 
pins. 

The two parts of the gear housing are fixed in all three-dimensional directions. The plug-in 
connectors are the only means used to connect the two parts of the gear housing. BMW has represented 
to applicant that it was known in 1995 to connect two housing parts of a gear housing by means of plug-in 
connectors which are plastically deformed. 

Exhibit B is a photograph of a drive unit which the third party asserts was used in a BMW E31 
prior to 1998. Attached as Exhibit C is Internet information ("The Different Models of the 8 Series" 
(E31) (8 pages) and "Car Soft USA" (5 pages)) which indicates that the BMW E31 appears to have been 
offered and sold in the U.S. prior to 1998. Applicant has not confirmed that this drive unit was used in a 
BMW E31 or that a BMW E31 was in public use in the U.S. prior to 1998. 
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The photograph shows a rotating, threaded spindle which is driven by a gear unit located within a 
gear housing situated at one end of the spindle. The gear housing contains the gear elements used to drive 
the spindle and consists of two parts which are connected to each other by plug-in connectors. In order to 
finally secure and fix the two parts of the gear housing, the material of the gear housing is plastically 
deformed outside the area of the plug-in connectors. Therefore, the two parts of the gear housing are not 
solely fixed against each other at the plug-in connections but also outside those connections by plastically 
deforming the material in the area outside the plug-in connections. The threaded spindle engages a nut 
located within a housing which is situated approximately in the middle of the threaded spindle. 

The third party claims that both the gear housing containing the gear elements used to drive the 
spindle, the housing containing the spindle nut and also the spindle itself are located within the hollow 
cavity defined by two rails of a seat rail assembly. The third party also asserts that the gear housing is 
screwed to one of the guide rails by making use of two fastening openings with internal threads provided 
at the gear housing and that it is obvious to provide a U-shaped holder with fastening openings having an 
internal thread in order to attach the holder to the upper rail. Applicant has not been able to verify the 
relevance of these remarks because applicant has not been shown the complete guide rail assembly of the 
BMW E31. 
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